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William Wilberforce Morrell (1837−1905) 

Morrell is quite a well-known York figure and I could probably have put together a biography 
without using the census, but I have done as asked, and set the results out on a spreadsheet. (see 
page 5) 

The answers to your questions are: 

Social mobility: no, both father and son were bankers, but the son was ten times more wealthy at 
death than his father had been. 

Sons became bankers: no 

Here is some supplementary information, drawn mainly from Anne Vernon, Three generations: the 
fortunes of a Yorkshire Family (1966) [about the Morrell family, based on family papers held by and 
interviews with J. B. Morrell]. 

Father was Robert Morrell (1799−1867) from Sowerby in the North Riding, the son of William 
Morrell, a linen weaver [actually a domestic manufacturer with a dozen or more apprentices]. 
Robert was a banker’s agent (1841) and then bank manager of the York City & County Bank, Selby. 
Lived in Bank House, Gowthorpe, Selby. [Gowthorpe is the main street leading out of Selby to the 
west.] [So there was no social progression in this generation – but it had already happened two 
generations earlier: William Morrell started with £10 capital and died worth £3,800.] 

Robert Morrell started at 15 as a clerk in Beckett’s Bank, Leeds. He became a Methodist in Sowerby 
at the age of 14. Left Beckett’s when aged 20, and after an interval went to Glyn Mills & Co. in 
London; did not like London and after 12 months moved to Farrer Williamson & Co. in Ripon. 

Mother was Anna Wilson (1796−1873), daughter of the Rev. Robert Wilson, first under-usher at 
Newcastle Grammar School and curate at Gosforth. He died aged 54 in 1811, leaving a widow and 
three daughters with less income than expenditure. They moved to Masham. Anna was gradually 
drawn into local Methodism, 1825. Met Robert Morrell in 1827. 

They were married at Masham on Christmas Eve, 1828. Set up house in Ripon. First child, Robert, 
born September 1829 – died 1882. 

York City & County Bank est. 1830 – first joint-stock bank in York; 1831 took over failed Schofield, 
Clarkson & Cough Bank with branches in Howden and Selby. Robert Morrell appointed manager of 
Selby branch, living at Bank House: moved in 28 December 1831. Bank office was in front room on 
right, opposite the parlour. Salary £150 raised to £200 after a year.  

Jemima born 7 March 1832 – died 1909. Two servants paid £5 a year each; later older women 
engaged and paid more. Anna did her own cooking. Twins Maria and Cecilia born March 1834 and 
died. Another daughter, Anna Mary, born early 1835 – died 1844 (paralysed after falling down stairs 
and required special nursing; died of measles). 

Robert was first secretary of Selby Temperance Society, founded 1833; later became Total 
Abstinence; all family signed Pledge 1838, including W. W. Morrell (aged 10 months). 

William Wilberforce Morrell  born 1 May 1837; Baptised 23 May 1837 in Selby 

In 1845 Robert attempted to have his 16-year old son (also Robert) appointed as his clerk; the 
directors refused to have both father and son in the same branch. Young Robert sent instead to 
work for Yates & Co, woollen merchants of Bradford. Robert’s application for a pay rise declined and 
family expenditure exceeded income for a number of years. (Probably lived partly off legacies: both 
his and Anna’s mother died in 1845; but these were hard times; kept up appearances but no horse 
and frugal living; gave 10 per cent to charity.) 

Robert was secretary to Temperance Society, treasurer to local Bible Society and Mechanics’ 
Institute; 1851 treasurer to Board of Health. 
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William educated at local school, then from 29 July 1851 at a private school near Ripon run by a Mr 
Clarke, but withdrawn after six months to earn his living on account of his father’s continued ill-
health. 

1863 Robert offered post of manager of head office in York at £500 (in Selby he was now paid £350). 
Declined because of greater living expenses in York, but pay raised to £400. Died on Christmas Eve 
1867; had saved £6,000. 

William Wilberforce Morrell (1837−1904) 

January 1852 he wrote to the York City & County Bank asking for employment as a junior clerk in 
York or at any of branches: appointed to York office on 18 May 1852 at £40; lodged at Burton 
Terrace with senior clerk, Mr Cooper, but from Autumn was required to live at Bank House as night 
watchman; he had to order food which was cooked for him, and washing was sent home to mother. 
Subsequently moved back into lodgings. Attended Methodist class meetings, missionary meetings, 
temperance meetings; went to concerts (not theatre); hobbies history and archaeology; helped start 
Penny Savings Bank at Merchants’ Hall on Saturday nights. 

1858. Considered moving to Bradford to be a Commission Agent; but decided to stay with the Bank. 
Pay slowly increased: started on £40, then £50; in 1856 raised to £60; by 1862 it was £153 and he 
had saved £728. 

Not listed in the family return in the 1861 census. [Presumably he was in lodgings in York and his 
landlord did not record him.] 

1863. William and Jemima in first ever party (3 men and 4 ladies) of escorted tourists to Switzerland, 
led by Thomas Cook in person; William was party’s accountant 

1866 started to write his history of Selby, with illustrations by sister Jemima (who had married John 
Broadley Greenwood, a wealthy landowner and widower from Keighley, 1867). 

1867: applied for father’s old job in Selby, and was appointed, having previously been sent to help 
his father during periods of ill-health. 

1868. Published his Guide to York, and gave lectures on history to Selby Mechanics’ Institute. 

Salary of £500 and capital (inherited and savings) £2,000, so in a position to marry. 

Married on 14 December 1869 to Lydia Hutchinson (1832−1931) 

Daughter of John Hutchinson, a Quaker farmer from Gedney in Lincolnshire; family had been there, 
as Quakers, since 17th century. Father John Hutchinson married Elizabeth Bateman from Chatteris; 
set up as drapers there; not a success; returned to Gedney where father Jonathan was a widower. 
Lydia was the 5th of 8 children. Jonathan’s wife (1766−1808) was Rachel Proctor, daughter of Selby 
flax merchant. Hutchinsons took over a farm from a Proctor relation at Summercroft, near Selby in 
1842. Lived in Gowthorpe, Selby where two Proctor aunts kept a school. When aunts moved to start 
Polam Hall school, Darlington, Lydia took over as schoolmistress. Attended Quaker meetings (nearly 
all Proctors or Hutchinsons). 

At the 1861 Census, Lydia was aged 28; an unmarried schoolmistress.  

W. W. Morrell was a Wesleyan; Lydia was a Quaker. 

Married on 14 December 1869 at Congregational chapel, Nottingham, arranged by Lydia’s brother 
John and sister Margaret (Quaker rule against marrying out had ended in 1859 but Hutchinson 
parents would have been unhappy with a chapel wedding and did not attend.) (John and Margaret 
were unmarried and shared a house; rather less strict household than their parents’.) 

William and Lydia lived in Bank House – 3 servants. 
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They had two sons: Cuthbert (1872−1959), and John Bowes (1873−1963) (named after maternal 
grandfather). Both educated at the Quaker Bootham School, York. 

1873: General Manager (Mr Smallwood) of York office retired (he had taken the office that Robert 
Morrell had refused ten years earlier). William applied for the post and got it – 1 July 1873: £500 
(same as offered to father). Bank House, Parliament St, York was being renovated: stayed in Selby 
for 2 years and commuted until house ready. (John Bowes had been born 18 April 1873.) On 
November 1873, mother Anna died of bronchitis at Bank House, Selby,  before the move.  

Bank House, York, had private door in Market Street; private rooms on upper floors above bank. 
Attended New Street Wesleyan Chapel (a few streets away). Life-long total abstainer. 

member of Yorkshire Archaeological Society; campaigned for a Public Library; JP for Bulmer East 
Petty Sessional Division. 

1883 moved to Holdgate House – Georgian house with walled garden on edge of city – bought house 
from Backhouse family (Quaker plantsmen). 

1889. Stood for first School Board; elected 11th out of 11 successful candidates as an Unsectarian – 
lost seat in 1892. 

1891. Finally succeeded in getting a Public Library after 28 years of campaigning. 

Salary by 1890 was £1,500 but lived modestly: still only 3 servants (plus gardener and boy) and no 
carriage or coachman. Main difference from father’s lifestyle was holidays. In 1890 income 
(including investments) was £3,400 but family expenses were about £1,000 – frequently saved and 
invested half his income. Salary raised to £3,000 in 1902 – bank now was one of largest provincial 
banks with funds of £10,867,000 – 106 branch offices and 450 staff. (Shortly after his death it 
amalgamated with London Joint Stock Bank and then became Midland Bank.) 

1900. Moved to West Mount, near Knavesmire (Holdgate House area was becoming built up). Had 
stables: kept horse and brougham, dog cart and pony (widow later had an open-top Humber car). 

Retired from Bank aged 66 in 1903; 22 December 1904 had an apoplectic stroke and died instantly at 
home. At death, he left effects valued at probate at £69,380 18s. 0d. 

Cuthbert Morrell (1872−1959) and John Bowes Morrell (1873−1963) 

Initially had governess at Bank House; then went to Bootham School as day boys. 

At the 1891 Census, Cuthbert was listed as a corn miller’s apprentice [Leetham’s], and John Bowes as 
a cocoa manufacturer’s apprentice [Rowntree’s]. In 1901 Cuthbert was secretary of a corn milling 
company [Leetham’s] and John Bowes was the director of a cocoa works [Rowntree’s]. So neither 
son became a bank manager. 

Both sons were ardent conservationists, bought up medieval properties in York and founded what 
became (in 1976) the York Conservation Trust. J. B. Morrell was also a founder of the Castle 
Museum, the Borthwick Institute and the University of York. He began working for Rowntree’s cocoa 
works aged 17 as a trainee manager (W. W. Morrell’s bank loaned Joseph Rowntree £10,000 to 
extend the works at Tanner’s Moat in about 1884). He became Finance Director – the first non-
Rowntree family director of Rowntrees – at the age of 25 in 1897. This was part of an arrangement 
envisaged in 1890 when Morrell privately loaned another £10,000 at 10 per cent to Rowntree with 
which to fund the future move to the new Haxby Road factory.  

J. B. Morrell was later a director of the North of England Newspaper Company − what became the 
Westminster Press, Chairman 1933; elected to City Council, 1905; Lord Mayor of York in 1914 and 
1949.  
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Cuthbert was director of Leetham’s flour mills in Stockton and Hull but resigned from his 
directorship in 1905 and went back home to live with his widowed mother (she lived until 1931). He 
never married or took another job – a life of well-occupied leisure. 

Publications by William Wilberforce Morrell: 

Transactions of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science: York meeting, 1864 
(contributor) (1864) 

The history and antiquities of Selby, in the West Riding of Yorkshire ... with notices of the 
neighbouring parish of Brayton, and the townships of Thorpe Willoughby, Burn, Barlow, Hambleton, 
and Gateforth (1867) [Illustrated by his sister, Jemima, who was an artist.] 

Sampson's hand-book for the City of York. Illustrated with a map and several engravings (1868) 

Selby abbey church; with notices of the abbey and town of Selby (1876) 

Scrap book of English and European architecture ([1890]) 

A Public Library for York. A letter to the ... Lord Mayor of York (1891) 

Wesleyan education: An appeal to the members of the Conference of 1895 (1895) 

Notices of Wesleyan Methodism in Masham, 1796-1896 (1896) 

York and its Members of Parliament (1898) 
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Census Information

YEAR 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 

Census HO107 HO107 RG9 RG10 RG11 RG12 RG13 n/a 

Piece 1281 2351 3532 4734 4718 3890 4440 
 Folio Book 11 190 78 81 47 33 47 
 Page 

 
6 8 7 12 9 2 

 Reg Dis Selby Selby Selby Selby York York York 
 Sub Dis Selby Carlton Selby Selby Bootham Micklegate Micklegate 
 Parish Selby Selby Selby Selby St Sampson Holgate/St Paul Holy Trinity 
 

Address Gowthorpe Gowthorpe Gowthorpe Gowthorpe Parliament St 
Holdgate House, 

Acomb Rd West Mount 
 Town Selby Selby Selby Selby York York York 
 County Yorkshire Yorkshire Yorkshire Yorkshire Yorkshire Yorkshire Yorkshire 
 Age 4 13 (not at home) 33 43 53 63 
 

Occupation 
 

Scholar 
 

Bank Manager Bank Manager 
General Manager of 

Bank 
Manager of 

Bank 
 Wife 

   
Lydia Lydia Lydia Lydia 

 No of 
children 

   
0 2 boys 2 boys 2 boys 

 SERVANTS 
        Housekeeper 
        Cook 
  

1 
 

1 
   Housemaid 

 
2 1 

 
1 

 
3 

 Nurse 
    

1 
   Gen Servant 2 

  
3 

 
3 

  Governess 
        

Other 
Banker's 

Clerk 1 Visitor 
1 Family 
Visitor 

1 visitor (sister in 
law) 

1 visitor (sister in 
law) 

 

1 Family 
Visitor 

(niece?) 
 PREMISES 

        Is this Bank 
Premises Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No 

 If so house or 
flat House House House House Flat 

   Other 
information 

3 older 
siblings 

1 older 
sibling 

1 older 
sibling 

 
See note 

   

         1881 Note: The Ancestry Summary merges schedules 49 (Morrell family) and 50 (Housekeeper, Gen Servant and 2 draper's 
apprentices) 

  

 
 - I doubt that these 4 were part of the Morrell household so I have not included them 

   

          


